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Federal Communications Commission 2 November 2020 
45 L Street NE, Washington, DC 20554 


RE: Docket 20-270, Amateur License Fees are contrary to CFR rule 47 Parts 97.1, 97.101, 97.113 
Greetings Mr. Ajit Pai 


The Northville Amateur Radio Association Inc, with 45 members in NW CT, by unanimous decision, formally 
opposes collecting License Fees for the amateur radio service per FFC NPRM Docket 20-270. 


A. The amateur radio service has 3 skill level licenses which encourages self advancement and additional 
privileges at the next higher skill level. Candidates which dedicate the time and effort to achieve their 
Technician License (1* level) would be expected to pony up the $50 FCC fee, then instantly lose their 
momentum or desire to pass the next two levels, each costing another $50. The intense study required to pass all 
3 exam elements also faces $150 in License fees. Students and seniors, the primary pool of future licensees, 
will experience financial dis-incentive to pursue the knowledge to advance their license. This is fully contrary to 
the Basis and Purpose of the amateur service as stated in the CFR Rule 47 Part 97.1. 


B. FCC Rule 47 Part 97 defines the amateur service to be voluntary, and in the public interest. Charging 
License fees to this unique group of volunteers who are prohibited from using the spectrum for any fee or 
pecuniary interest, (97.113) would be destructive to the Basis and Purpose as defined in 97.1. All other licensed 
spectrum users are associated with commercial activity. 


C. Fee structures are necessary to encourage spectrum usage efficiency and help avoid redundant license 
proliferation. Without a fee structure, exclusive channel licenses tend to multiply as if the spectrum resource 
were infinite. Amateur radio spectrum allocations are shared by all licensed amateurs. There are no exclusive 
amateur radio licenses. (97.101(b)) License fees would discourage volunteer amateurs, and serve no useful 
purpose to promote efficient use of the spectrum. 


Addendum: Per FCC FCR Rule 47 Part 97 


§ 97.1 Basis and purpose. 
The rules and regulations in this part are designed to provide an amateur radio service having a fundamental 


purpose as expressed in the following principles: 


(a) Recognition and enhancement of the value of the amateur service to the public as a voluntary noncommercial 
communication service, particularly with respect to providing emergency communications. 


(b) Continuation and extension of the amateur's proven ability to contribute to the advancement of the radio art. 


(c) Encouragement and improvement of the amateur service through rules which provide for advancing skills in 
both the communication and technical phases of the art. 


(d) Expansion of the existing reservoir within the amateur radio service of trained operators, technicians, and 
electronics experts. 


(e) Continuation and extension of the amateur's unique ability to enhance international goodwill. 


§ 97.101 General standards. 
(a) In all respects not specifically covered by FCC Rules each amateur station must be operated in accordance 


with good engineering and good amateur practice. 


(b) Each station licensee and each control operator must cooperate in selecting transmitting channels and in 
making the most effective use of the amateur service frequencies. No frequency will be assigned for the 
exclusive use of any station. 


97.113 Prohibited transmissions. 
(a) No amateur station shall transmit: 


(1) Communications specifically prohibited elsewhere in this part; 


(2) Communications for hire or for material compensation, direct or indirect, paid or promised, except as 
otherwise provided in these rules; 


(3) Communications in which the station licensee or control operator has a pecuniary interest, including 
communications on behalf of an employer ..... 
Respectfully Submitted 


Gregory G. Davis WR1Z 
NARA president 2014-2020 


